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The biggest lesson COVID-19 taught hospitals is how thin 

they can be stretched—and that includes morale, says Dr. 

Yves Duroseau, chair of emergency medicine and co-chair of 

disaster planning services at Lenox Hill Hospital in New 

York. 

Over the past nearly-three years, “We saw widespread burn-

out of staff trying to go above and beyond, every single day. 

That’s not sustainable—it’s too overwhelming,” he says. 

“That’s why we’re looking at what to do now, because 

COVID is still a threat, and now we’re looking at issues like 

monkeypox and polio. Everyone wonders: What’s next?” 

Yet a new pandemic surge is far from the only potentially 

debilitating event facing hospitals. Most health-care centers 

are continuously revamping their emergency-preparedness 

strategies on multiple levels, Duroseau says. Like a seemingly 

endless action movie, threats fire from all directions. Some 

vary by location: Hospitals need to be prepared for hurricanes 

along the Gulf and Atlantic coasts, for example, and earth-

quakes and wildfires on the West Coast. 

Taking steps to plan for the next emergency—even if no one 

knows exactly what it will look like—can help boost resili-

ence. Here’s a look at the top five challenges hospitals are 

currently facing, followed by the preparedness plans they’re 

putting into place. 

1. The next epidemic 

2. Violence inside the hospital 

3. Climate change 

4. Cyber threats 

5. Limited internal resources 

Hospitals that are striving to be well-prepared for emergen-

cies often have to struggle with issues like a lack of funding, 

says Dr. Russ Kino, an emergency medicine specialist and 

medical director of the Weingart Foundation Emergency De-

partment at Providence Saint John’s Health Center in Califor-

nia. 

Staffing overall is another issue. According to a report from 

NSI Nursing Solutions, which surveyed over 3,000 U.S. hos-

pitals in January 2022, the average hospital turnover rate is 

25% annually, and even higher for nurses at 27%. At the 

same time, demand is increasing—the American Nurses As-

sociation estimates more nursing jobs will be available in 

2022 than any other profession in the country. All of that 

means that as hospitals need to do more when it comes to 

emergency preparedness, they’re often accomplishing it with 

a smaller workforce. 

Read more here (including more from Orlando Health’s Eric 

Alberts, Chair of the Central Florida Disaster Medical Coali-

tion!). 

By Elizabeth Millard; Full Article Available on Yahoo! 

How Hospital Emergency Preparedness Is 

Evolving 

Upcoming Coalition 

Meetings 

 

Pasco County Health  

& Medical Coalition:  

December 12th 

 

Sumter County  

ESF-8 Working Group: 

December 15th 

For more info on attending 

these meetings, please reach 

out to the County Chairper-

son.  Contact info is available 

on our website.  

NEW!  Now you can 

follow us on LinkedIn!  
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Travelers Returning to the US with Cholera – Guidance for Healthcare Providers  

On December 5th, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) sent out information 

for healthcare providers on cholera, stating that U.S. clinicians should be prepared to treat cases 

of cholera in returning travelers.  The CDC has identified an unprecedented global increase 

of cholera infections, with large outbreaks currently occurring in Haiti, Malawi, and Syria. Cur-

rently, CDC considers 25 countries to have active cholera transmission. The full text of the CO-

CA NOW publication, along with links to useful resources, can be found here.  

Monkeypox is now Mpox.  Here’s why. 

In support of recommendations by the World Health Organization 

(WHO) and the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 

(HHS), CDC will adopt “mpox” as the term used to refer to monkeypox 

disease. Human monkeypox was given its name in 1958 before the 

publication of WHO’s best practices in naming diseases was published 

in 2015. According to the WHO’s best practices, new disease names 

should be given with the aim to minimize unnecessary negative impact 

of names on trade, travel, tourism, or animal welfare and avoid causing 

offense to any cultural, social, national, regional, professional, or ethnic groups. 

 

U.S. leaders have been engaging with stakeholders on a regular basis regarding shared concerns 

about this disease’s terminology and the urgent need for a change to a more appropriate name. 

Moving forward, CDC will adopt the mpox name in correspondence with the medical communi-

ty and the public. This change is designed to enhance the U.S. response to mpox by using a less 

stigmatizing term. CDC encourages all partners to use the term mpox in all documents, public 

facing communications, and correspondence.  

CyberSecureFlorida Assessment Deadline Extended until December 15th!  

The Coalition has encouraged all healthcare organizations to completed the CyberSecureFlorida 

assessment. The assessment opened in October for agencies to complete and phase one partici-

pation was scheduled to be closed on November 30. However, recently we have been informed 

that the deadline has been extended to DECEMBER 15th. If your agency or organization has not 

completed the survey, we encourage you to click on CyberSecureFlorida and do it today. Also, 

pass the word on to your critical infrastructure partners. Remember the perks: you will receive 

an assessment of your own agency cybersecurity strengths and weaknesses and will help Florida 

determine our needs for the future! 

Important Info & Updates 

 

 

 

Tampa Bay Health & Medical Preparedness Coalition is now enrolled in the Amazon Smile Pro-

gram! Please add TBHMPC (WCF) as your designated charity & a small portion of your eligible 

purchases will be donated to the Coalition (0.5% of every eligible purchase) by Amazon.  You may 

also add the TBHMPC (WCF) as your preferred charity in the Amazon App. There are no extra 

fees or hidden costs and the donations come from Amazon directly to the TBHMPC (WCF). Here's 

the link: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/20-4507312.  

Save the Date for the 2023 Hazards and Healthcare Conference —March 23rd & 24th!  

Hazards and Healthcare is the Tampa Bay region’s annual healthcare preparedness conference, 

attended by hundreds of health care professionals and first responders each year. The theme 

for this year’s conference is Resiliency through Preparedness.  It will feature one day of training 

on a variety of topics—ranging from Healthcare Incident Command to  Active Assailant Plan-

ning, and a conference  day full of relevant information, lessons learned, preparedness exhibi-

tors, and community partners to support our front line 

healthcare and first responder community. Early bird tick-

ets will go on sale soon, so watch the conference LinkedIn 

page for more info! 

https://emergency.cdc.gov/newsletters/coca/120522.html
https://cyberflorida.org/cybersecureflorida/
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/20-4507312
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Life After Injury: Survive and Thrive, a Burn & Soft Tissue Injury ECHO, 

The University of Utah’s Project ECHO program is offering a Burn & Soft Tissue Injury ECHO 

called Life After Injury: Survive and Thrive on Wednesday, December 14th from 2pm—3pm 

EST. To access this session, Log-in to the Crisis Standards of Care (CSC) website, then navigate 

to the “Project ECHO” tab to join the live session. *CSC access approval is required for new us-

ers. You can request access at the link above. 

Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) Development Series – The next webinar in the IPC 

Development Series is coming up on Tuesday, on December 13th at 1:30pm.  The series will cover 

How to Build an Effective Auditing Program: Hand Hygiene, PPE Donning & Doffing, Envi-

ronmental Cleaning & Disinfection – Register here. This Zoom webinar will be presented by 

Jacqueline Whitaker, RN, MS, CPHRM, CPHQ, CIC, FAPIC.  Jackie is the Infection Prevention 

& Control Education Specialist for the Florida Department of Health in the greater Tampa Bay 

region. [Audience: Anyone involved in healthcare organization infection prevention] 

Emergency Management Training 

Here are upcoming EM trainings available for registration on SERT TRAC.  

 January 13th—15th or January 30th—February 1st—G-300—Intermediate Incident Com-

mand System for Expanding Incidents at the Coast Guard Auxiliary Building in St. Pe-

tersburg OR at the Pasco County Emergency Operations Center in New Port Richey. 

 January 18th & 19th – G-400 – Advanced Incident Command System Command & Gen-

eral Staff: Complex Incidents at the Polk County Emergency Operations Center  in Win-

ter Haven.  

N-95 Fit Testing Train-the-Trainer for Healthcare 

We will be offering N-95 Fit Testing Train-the-Trainer 

for Healthcare on Friday, January 5th, 2023 at the Chil-

dren's Board of Hillsborough County, 1002 East Palm 

Avenue in Tampa.  The goal of this class is to give our 

healthcare organizations the capability to fit test their own 

staff.  (We also have fit testing supplies to lend out for 

trained individuals to use!)  Click here for more info.  

This class will cover the basics of N-95 respira-

tors, the requirements for their use, and the processes for 

conducting qualitative (the hood method) and quantitative 

(with a Portacount machine) fit testing.  There will be 

hands-on instruction on how to conduct fit testing, so 

participants must bring a few of the N-95 respirators that 

their organization uses with them to the training.  

We hope you will take advantage of this training to ex-

pand your fit testing capabilities! 

Virtual Federal Consortia Training for Florida Health Care Coalitions:  

 Critical Incident Stress Debriefing (CISD): We Need It More Than We 

Know – January 10th from 10am – 12pm. Discusses how stress kills people 

every day, including Police Officers, Firefighters, EMS, and hospital person-

nel. CISD helps reduce many types of stress by participating in either defus-

ing/debriefing sessions or both following a tragic, traumatic, and sometimes 

gruesome emergency scene, response, or situation.  

Upcoming Trainings & Events 

https://crisisstandardsofcare.utah.edu/_layouts/15/UofU.BurnCenter.Login/Default.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2f_layouts%2f15%2fAuthenticate.aspx%3fSource%3d%252F&Source=%2F
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/how-to-build-an-effective-auditing-program-tickets-444069573047
https://trac.floridadisaster.org/trac/trainingcalendar.aspx
https://trac.floridadisaster.org/trac/EventDetailPublic.aspx?ID=6062&mode=ModeEdit&LookupName=eventsearchpublic
https://trac.floridadisaster.org/trac/EventDetailPublic.aspx?ID=6079&mode=ModeEdit&LookupName=eventsearchpublic
https://trac.floridadisaster.org/trac/EventDetailPublic.aspx?ID=5997&mode=ModeEdit&LookupName=eventsearchpublic
https://www.tampabayhmpc.org/event/n-95-fit-testing-train-the-trainer-for-healthcare-8/
https://www.floridahcc.org/event/medical-surge-management-2/
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/resource-center/nivw/index.htm
https://www.tampabayhmpc.org/event/n-95-fit-testing-train-the-trainer-for-healthcare-8/


 

We want to hear from you!  If you would like to share a highlight or 

from your organization in a future Coalition newsletter or publica-

tion, please email it to Turea at  TBHMPC2@gmail.com.    

Coalition Highlights 

2022 National Healthcare Coalition Prepared-

ness Conference:  Ripple Effect: Leveraging Local Success-

es for National Impact—The Tampa Bay Health & Medical Preparedness 

Coalition has another #NHCPC in the books! Sessions revolved around lessons 

learned, healthcare coalition sustainability, the new radiation surge annex and exercise, and 

much more! We look forward to this opportunity every year and enjoyed networking with fellow 

healthcare coalitions from across the nation.  

BayCare HomeCare Nurse Makes Life Better for Patients 

Morgan has been helping heal patients for more than 22 years, providing 

care with patience, love and compassion.  

“This is a rewarding career, knowing you’re making someone’s life bet-

ter,” said Morgan, who is a nurse manager for BayCare HomeCare. 

“Even when I’m overwhelmed or facing challenges, I do this because I know I’m making a dif-

ference, and to me it’s all worth it.” 

Morgan, who began her nursing career at BayCare more than 22 years ago, helps provide care 

for patients recovering at home after injuries or surgeries and others suffering from chronic con-

ditions like diabetes or heart disease.  

“As a homecare nurse, I visit my patients once a week and walk them through their recovery 

process, check their vitals, provide nutrition education and address any health concerns,” said 

Morgan. “We take the time with each patient, and we develop a close relationship with them. 

They are more comfortable in their home environment, and when we talk to them, they open up 

and share details about their health that they may not share with their physician.”  

As one of the largest home care provid-

ers in Florida, BayCare HomeCare has 

been delivering high-quality clinical 

care to patients across the state since 

1976. BayCare HomeCare offers ser-

vices in 13 counties on the west coast of 

Florida including home health nursing 

and rehabilitation, disease management 

support, infusion pharmacy services, 

medical equipment, oxygen and respira-

tory services and supplies.  For more 

information, visit BayCare.org/

HomeCare.   

Read more here. 
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